What God Has
(And Has Not)
Joined Together (7)

Christ and His Church
(Is the Local Church Important?)

Our 2026 Ephesians 1:22-23

Theme



Introduction

® We have introduced our theme for 2026,
"What God has (and has not) joined together”.
This theme is based on Matthew 19:6.

® QOur last lesson addressed: God and Jesus,
emphasizing His deity.

® Today, we want to address how God has joined
together Christ Jesus and His church.
Our emphasis will be on the local church




The Church is Related to Christ

® Whatist

t

ne Saved.

ne church? Simply defined, the body of

"he Gree

< word, EkkAnoia (ekklésia), a compound

word meaning, to call out of.

Found about 115x in NT, with ~110 translated
“church” (others are assembly or congregation and
refer to something different than the church).

® As Christians we are called out from the world and
into a holy calling and fellowship. The saved are
the church. When one obeys they gospel they are
added to the church— Acts 2:47




The Church is Related to Christ

® Jesus built it and identified it with Himself -
Matthew 16:18-19

® 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 —Heis its
foundation (Ephesians 2:19-20 —the chief
cornerstone; 1 Peter 2:4-7)

® Ephesians 5:25, Acts 20:28 - He

Qchased it with His own blood.




The Church is Related to Christ

® Ephesians 1:22-23 —itis His own body.

® Ephesians 5:23 - He is the Savior of the
body

®* Romans 16:16 —"“the churches of Christ”
1 Corinthians 1:2, 10:32, Acts
20:28, 1 Timothy 3:5, etc. —“church of

\God” (8x)




The Church is Related to Christ

® These texts establish the church belongs to Christ
and God has joined Him and it (her) together.

® Most professed followers of Christ understand
this, though there is misunderstandings about its
purpose, work, organization, pattern of worship,
terms of admission, etc.

®* HOWEVER, among some professed believers
there is the attitude that the church (esp. the local
church) is not necessary. Thus some seek to
eparate Christ from His church.




The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

® The term is used in 2 senses —

® Universal — the body of all who are saved, both
living and who have passed. (Relationship)
- Matthew 16:18 — Jesus built His church
- Ephesians 1:22-23 - Christ is the head of
the body, the church.
- Ephesians 3:21 —to Him be glory in the
church by Christ to all generations...
- Hebrews 12:22-23 —the general assembly

and church of the firstborn who are registered in
heaven.




The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

® The term is used in 2 senses —

® Local —a group of the saved who join together
(organize) in a given location to do work God has
assigned for us to collectively.
- A congregation- 1 Cor. 1:2, Acts 11:26, 13:1
- several congregations — Acts 8:1-3, 14:23
(singular)
- several congregations — Galatians 1:2,
1 Cor. 16:1, 19, Revelation 1:4 (plural)

® There are some variants, but the term is based upon
ne of these two (or possibly both) concepts.




The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

® Let us also understand what the term is NOT:
® A building
® The worship service (e.g., "Let’s go to church”)

® A denomination among many, nor a body of
denominations

® A social and benevolent center to resolve
societal problems.



The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

It is part of God'’s pattern for the church.

® Ephesians 3:10-11 - Does this apply only to the
church (universal), or does it also include the pattern
for local churches?

® Itis an entity through which God and Christ
accomplishes certain works — collective worship,
edification, limited benevolence, supporting the
preaching of the gospel, etc.

®Acts 14:23 - Paul and Barnabas sought to establish
churches in every city (and returned to appoint elders).

° 1 Corinthians 11:18 — they came together as the
church. Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2



The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

It is part of God’s pattern for the church.

® Much of the New Testament — both by example
and letters was directed to local churches with
instructions for both the body as well as individual
members.
It is through these inspired writings that we know
what the churchis! 1 Timothy 3:15 - sheis
the pillar and ground of truth.

® As the church grew in the first century,
congregations gathered to LEARN what God
would have them to do. That has not changed!



The Church: A Part of God’s Pattern

It is part of God’s pattern for the church.

® Paul would seek out congregations where
they existed — Acts 15:36, 20:6-7

® Orstartone—E.qg., Philippi - Acts 16:14-
15, 32-34.
The book of Philippians (1:1)

N\




Do | need to be part of a local church?

Considering the previous observations, what
do you think?

® God NEVER intended our faith to be lived in
isolation. A local body of believers was at least
a part God’s solution

— Acts 2:42 —they continued in fellowship
with one another.




Do | need to be part of a local church?

Considering the way the church is described:

® The body of Christ — 1 Corinthians
12:12-27, Ephesians 4:16 —emphasisis
on the responsibility of various “parts” of the
body

® A building (temple) of God - 1 Corinthians

3:16-17, Ephesians 2:19-22,
\ Peter 2:5, 9 —aroyal priesthood




Do | need to be part of a local church?

Christians sought to join a church (congregation)

® Acts 9:26 - Paul sought to join (to become part
of, to attach oneself to) the brethren in Jerusalem.

®Acts 11:26, 13:1 —He and Barnabas were
part of the church in Antioch

®* When one was NOT part of a local church — Acts
8:39, 3 John 9-10, moving, etc.
These would be TEMPORARY circumstances.




Do | need to be part of a local church?

Other considerations:

®* Hebrews 10:24-25 — we are not to forsake
assembling together (and thus our brethren)

® Acts of worship call for collective assembly:
— 1 Corinthians 11:17ff, Acts 20:7 — the
Lord’s Supper
- Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16 —
singing to one another
- 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 —taking a collection

®*Note: 1 Cor. 11:17 —WHEN (not if) you come
together! Assembling IS implied!




Do | need to be part of a local church?

Other considerations:

® We need each other. In a world that stands
opposed to God and His people, we need someone
to stand with us. A local congregation provides
that!

® The idea of fellowship (joint participation)
- Acts 2:42, 1 John 1:3, 7 —with God and
one another.

®"One another” also points to this —
Galatians 6:2, Romans 12:10,
1 Thessalonians S:11



Do | need to be part of a local church?

But some say:

® "l don't like going to church”. "l am spiritual and
do not need organized religion (aka — a church)”.
"l don't get anything out of it”

® That's on you — you choose to not benefit from
assembling or participating. What is your intent?
What effort are you putting forth?

®This is an emotional argument, not one based on
objective teachings. It does NOT address what
scripture says about the church —local!



Do | need to be part of a local church?

But some say:

® “The church is full of hypocrites” or "There are too
many problems in the church.”

® This also is an emotional argument, and does NOT
address what scripture says about the church —
local!

® Scripture calls for local churches to work through
their problems (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:10ff).

® Are you willing to try and help resolve the
challenges?



Concluding remarks

Why do we need the local church?
® Because the future depends on it!

® What if everyone had the attitude | have,
would there be a local church?

® IF God joined Christ and His church together, it
IS Important!

® We OUGTH to seek to be a part of it!



The church of Christ matters!

Can anyone deny that the
church of Christ (God)
Is a good thing?



Let us pray!
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