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David Becomes King

2 Samuel 1-4




The United Kingdomj

We are contin
Bible history —-
period where

uing the 9™ of 17 time periods of
‘he United Kingdom. This was a

srael iIs governed by a king.

This period lasted 120 years under 3 kings — Saul,

David and Solomon. From ~1050-930 BC.



The United Kingdom

[N our last lesson we discussed the tragic ending
of king Saul, as he and his sons perished in
battle against the Philistines. Their bodies are
found and mutilated, but the men of Jabesh
Gilead heard about it and retrieved the bodies
for proper burial.

*That Brings us to our lesson.




| TR ) Saul’'s Death Reported
s
e 2 Sam 1:1-16 -

David returns from fighting the Amalekites and
IS waiting news. A servant (an Amalekite)
comes and reports that Saul & Jonathan were
kiled. He declares that he finished ending
Saul’s life (because he was dying. Our last
lesson shows this was not how he died).

¢ As aresult David has him executed for not
being fearful to put “the LORD’s anointed” to
death. David also declares his blood was on his
own head.
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| AR | Saul’'s Death Reported
—
e 2 Sam 1:17-27 —
Mourning the deaths of Saul and Jonathan he
writes a psalm, The song of the bow.
- How the m%h’rY have fallen! . .
- Tell 1T not In Gath — extending their rejoicing. His
focus is the defeat of Israel.
- He even calls on nature o mourn
- He describes their efforts as valiant .
- He mourns the loss of his friends — remembering
the good fimes ,
- He calls for mourning
- He especially remembers Jonathan

- He concludes, "How the mighty have fallen”
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| David is officially anoinfed as king
-

e 2 Sam 2:1-7 -

David inquires of YHWH whether he should
return to Judah. He is fold to go to Hebron.

- He takes his 2 wives and his men

- Judah officially anoints him as king.

- David also blesses the men of Jabesh Gilead
for their kindness shown toward Saul.




Ishbosheth — Saul’s son

e 2 Sam 2:8-11 -
Abner, Saul's commander declares Ishlbosheth
king In place of Saul. He was in Mahanaim
(east of the Jordan). He was 40 years old and
reigned for 2 years.
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§ R ) Conflict between Israel and Judah
i
e 2 Sam 2:12-3:1 - .
Abner and Joab meet near Gibeon and stage a
Ycontest.” 12 men from each side grab and Kill
each other (a draw).

* Then Judah's army begins to overpower Israel and
they flee.

* As Abner is fleeing in his chariot, Asahel (Joab's
brother) pursues him. Abner warns him 1o stop, but
when he does not, Abner kills him.

* As the sun goes down, Joab and Abishi reach the
army of Abner. Abner calls for a truce (surrender)?
As a result, the fighting stops and both armies return
to thelr respective lands.




Rl A\oner begins the process of unification)
* 2 Sam. 3:2-5 — David’s family is described — 6
wives with 6 sons mentioned (most likely alliances).

» 3:6-16 — Abner is accused by Ishbosheth of going
IN fo one of Saul's concubines - Rizpah (whether or
not It happened is not stated). ,

But Ahab Is offended and declares he will transfer
Israel fo David. Ishbosheth does not answer
because of fear. N ,

- Abner begins the process of unification with a
delegation. David and Abner make a covenant.

« 3:13-14 - BUT David has a condifion — the refurn
of Michal his wife. Ishbosheth complies (cf. 1 Sam.
25:44). NOTE: Marriage is for life!




[l /bner begins the process of unification g

e 2 Sam. 3:17-21.

« Abner reminds the people of Israel and
Benjamin (17-21) that they wanted David as
king. He also mentions the declaration of
YHWH that David would be king.

NOTE: Was Abner’s actions prior to his rebellion
against God?¢




Joab murders Abner

e 2 Sam. 3:22-30.

« Joab returns from fighting for David (raiding and

pillaging) after Abner had left.

* He hears about the covenant and is angry. He

then retrieves Abner to return.

- When alone, Joab stabs him and he dies — Joab Is

avenging his brother’'s death (this
poreserving Judah) along with Abis

 David hears of this and declares t

IS Not about
NAl.

NIs was NOT his

will (28-30). Also he pronounces guilt (and a curse)

on Joab and his house.
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§ David mourns for Abner
-

¢ 2 Sam. 3:31-39.

 David makes Joab and his men mourn Abner’s
death with sackcloth.

He Is given an honorable burial by David.

David also laments over Abner and fasts that

day.

The people see that David is genuine and did
NOT conspire against Abner.

Vs. 39 — he leaves it the hands of YHWH.




Ishbosheth Is murdered

e 2 Sam. 4:1-12.

 |shbosheth hears of Abner’'s death and loses heart.
- We are introduced to Mephibosheth (4:4)
- Two of his captains — Baanah and Rechab
consplre against him and kill him while he is resting.
‘hey cut off his head and bring it fo David — think
’rh's would please him.
nstead, David has them executed, noted thelr
CICTIOHS were greater than that of the servant who
reported he had finished Saul. He also called
Ishibosheth righteous.




David’s reign over all Israel)

¢ 2 Sam. 5:1-5, 1 Chronicles 11:1-3.

e All the tribes of Israel come to David at Helbron
and make him king.
- They acknowledge this as the will of YHWH
- All Israel anoints him and make a covenant
with him.
- David was 30 when he became king. He will
reign for 40 years. 7' In Hebbron and 33 in
Jerusalem.

* The kingdom is FINALLY united!




Lessons To consider)

* Mourning in death - David’s character
reveadled by his reaction to the death of his
enemy and friend.

« When one dies, even an enemy, NEVER
FORGET, this is a soull Hebrews 9:27

 We see reports of people celebrating the
death of someone they hate. That should NOT
be the demeanor of a Christian.




Lessons o consider

» David’s respect for authority — Even though
Saul made himself David’s enemy, David
always respected him as king.

 We submit to governing authorities — Romans
13:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13-17

« Deception has consequences — David does
not reward this Amalekite. God does not
reward the one who acts deceitfully. He also
knows your moftives!




Lessons 1o consider p

« God keeps I

Samuel anoir
fruition.

IS word — many years earlier

ted

David. NOW His will comes to

Do all In The name of the Lord — even with Saul
dead, David STILL inquires of YHWH before
taking action. Colossians 3:17




Lessons To consider)

* Time — David’s rise to king was in God’s plans
and unfolded over time.

We are again reminde
fime (cf. 2 Peter 3:8).
God’s timing, but He Is
things often take time -

d that God works in His
We may not understand
In conftrol. Also, good

'O develop.

« Unity takes work — Abr
and Judah together.

er worked to bring Israel

Unity is not always easy — Psalm 133:1,

Ephesians 4:1-3
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| S ) Lessons to consider
-

* The power of forgiveness — Another trait of
David. He forgives Abner and Ishbosheth (even
showing kindness to them)

- Also greatly needed by us — Colossians 3:13,
Matthew 6:14-15.

* The influence of strong leadership — David was
an effective leader. We see It In his character
and actions
God has in His wisdom given us a pattern for
sfrong leadership, in His church.




Lessons o consider

» A call forjustice and mercy- David deals swif’rly
Wwith unjust behaviors. He executed assassins
and took note of those who had done
wickedly.

A failure 1o punish evil often leads to greater
wickedness — cf. Ecclesiastes 8:11




Concluding thoughtsy

« And thus we continue our study of the history
of God's people as we journey through the
Bible.

« We can see God at work at every turn.

* While written thousands of years ago, they are
still meaningful to us foday.




What does God’'s word mean
to youe
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